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SUB J : BLOODSHED AT RABAK 

1. LOCAL MEDIA REPORTED NOV. 6 THAT A SERIES OF INCIDENTS 
TOOK PLACE OCT. 12-29 INVOLVING ARMY GARRISON AND VILLAGERS 
AT RABAK, IN BLUE NILE PROVINCE NEAR KOSTI, AND RESULTING 

IN DEATH OF ONE SOLDIER AND FOUR CIVILIANS. (IT IS RUMORED 
THAT ORIGIN OF INCIDENTS WERE JEALOUSY OF HUSBAND WHOSE 
WIFE WAS HAVING AFFAIR WITH SOLDIER IN RABAK GARRISON.) 

SOLDIERS WEREASSAULTED BY ONE ORMORE VILLAGERS ON THREE 
SEPARATE OCCASIONS. ON LATEST OF WHICH ONE SOLDIER DIED 
FROM WOUNDS. SUBSEQUENT RETALIATION BY GARRISON LEFT 
NUMEROUS HUTS BURNED AND FOUR DEAD AND EIGHT WOUNDED AMONG 
VILLAGERS. (OTHER REPORTS INDICATE TOLL MIGHT BE CONSIDERABLY 
HIGHER.) ARMY VICE CHIEF OF STAFF, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
OF POLICE AND PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONERS ALL 
MADE PERSONAL VISIT TO VILLAGE. CALM IS SAID 
TO PREVAIL NOW, AND INCIDENTS ARE UNDER FUTHER 
INVESTIGATION. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE RABAK IS ANSAR STRONGHOLD CLOSE TO 
ABA ISLAND REDOUT OF ORIGINAL MAHDI, EVIDENCE SUGGESTS 
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THAT PERSONAL DISPUTES, RATHER THAN POLITICS. WERE 
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BEHIND INCIDENTS. SUDANESE ARMY HAS BEEN KNOWN IN PAST 
FOR ITS CLOSE CONTACT WITH LOCAL POPULACE, AND EMOTIONAL, 
BLOODY FEUDS ARE ENTIRELY PLAUSIBLE OCCURENCE. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, DIVISION OF DISPUTANTS ALONG STRICTLY 
MILITARY/CIVILIAN LINES AND FACT MOST VICTIMS WERE 
ANSARS IMPLY UNDERLYING TENSION WHICH, IF NOT 
ISOLATED AND DISSIPATED, COULD GIVE REGIME SERIOUS 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS OVER LONG HAUL. HIGH-LEVEL ATTENTION 
GIVEN TO INCIDENTS SUGGEST GOS FULLY AWARE OF DANGER. 

3. PUBLICATION OF DETAILS IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF GOS 
ALLOWING "DIRTY LINEN" TO BE AT LEAST PARTIALLY DISPLAYED 
SO AS TO FORESTALL RUMORMONGERING POTENTIALLY MORE 
INJURIOUS THAN THE TRUTH. 

BERLIND 
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